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Thomaston Route 1 Road Improvement Project
Public Advisory Committee Meeting
April 13th, 2011 6-8pm
Watts Hall, Thomaston, Maine
Attendees: John Fancy; Diana Beach; Richard Catalano; Bill Wasson;
Jonathan Eaton; Patricia Hubbard; Bob Snow; Robert Nedderman; Valerie
Allis; Peggy McCrea; Ellen Dyer; Chuck Fleming; Suzi Barbee; Stephanie
Clark, MaineDOT; Carol Morris, Morris Communications; Ben Ettelman, Morris
Communications.
Meeting began at 6:02 pm.
Stephanie Clark: Thank you for coming to this Public Advisory Committee
(PAC) Meeting for the Thomaston Route 1 Road Improvement Project. I’d like
to have everyone introduce him or herself, as there are some new members
here tonight.
Members of the PAC introduce themselves
Stephanie Clark: Thank you everyone. The agenda for tonight is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome and Introductions
Finalize Problem Statement
Finalize Vision Statement
Divide Study Area into Manageable Sections
Discuss Potential MaineDOT Speakers
Next Steps, Upcoming Meetings and Parting Comments

Carol Morris: Tonight we are going to look at the revised Problem Statement.
As you recall, the Problem Statement focuses on the things that are wrong
with the roadway and addresses what needs to be improved. At the first
meeting we got feedback from you on potential problems and developed a
draft Problem Statement, which we sent out to you via email. That Problem
Statement reads as follows:

“The section of Route 1 through Thomaston is a highly traveled corridor of
regional economic significance. It is particularly busy during the summer
months due to the higher population levels and increased tourism. The
roadway within the project limits often experiences conflicts among
motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists, creating unsafe conditions for all
transportation users. Exacerbating these safety concerns is that vehicles
often travel at speeds higher than the posted speed limit through the busy
village area.
Within the project limits there is a historic downtown, a village green, a
proposed mixed-use development and multiple schools, all of which are

1

walkable, bikeable and drivable destinations. Existing sidewalks are
functionally inadequate for pedestrians as they are poorly placed, narrow,
adjacent to dangerous drainage ditches, do not provide sufficient connectivity
to destinations and are not Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible.
The limited number of crosswalks provides insufficient connections for
pedestrians and are a safety hazard due to poor visibility and lack of
maintenance. These factors and the lack of shoulders cause pedestrians to
walk in the vehicle travel way. The lack of shoulders also creates a safety
hazard for bicyclists and vehicles as they are all forced to use the same 12foot travel way. The dangerous conditions are compounded at certain heavily
trafficked intersections (Beechwood/Route 1/Knox Street and Oyster River
Road/Route 1).
This section of Route 1 has drainage issues that cause problems, such as ice
on the roadway and the sidewalks, the buildup of debris and puddling on the
road, as well as washouts that have the potential to damage both residential
property and the road itself. The current drainage solutions, such as ditches
along the side of the roadway, are inadequate, present safety concerns and
are aesthetically displeasing.”

The PAC discussed the Problem Statement sentence by sentence and
developed a revised version:

“The section of Route 1 through Thomaston is a highly traveled corridor of regional
economic significance. It is particularly busy during the summer months due to the
higher population levels and increased tourism. The roadway within the project limits
often experiences conflicts among trucks, cars, pedestrians and bicyclists, creating
unsafe conditions for all transportation users. Exacerbating these safety concerns is
that vehicles often travel at speeds higher than the posted speed limit as drivers
transition from rural to residential to the downtown areas.
Within the project limits there is a historic downtown, a village green, a proposed
mixed-use development, a library, several churches, a post office and multiple schools,
all of which are walkable, bikeable and drivable destinations. Existing sidewalks are
functionally inadequate for pedestrians as they are poorly constructed and maintained,
are poorly placed, narrow, adjacent to dangerous drainage ditches, do not provide
sufficient connectivity to destinations and are not Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
accessible. In addition, the limited number of crosswalks provides insufficient
connections for pedestrians and they are a safety hazard due to poor visibility, lack of
maintenance and driver inattention. All of these factors and the lack of shoulders cause
pedestrians to walk in the vehicle travel way. The lack of shoulders also creates a safety
hazard for bicyclists and vehicles as they are all forced to use the same travel way. The
dangerous conditions are compounded at certain heavily trafficked intersections of
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Route 1: Beechwood/Knox Street (including the post office entrance and exit), Oyster
River Road, Wadsworth Street, Fish Street and High Street.
This section of Route 1 has drainage issues that create hazards, such as ice on the
roadway and the sidewalks, the unsightly buildup of debris and puddling on the road, as
well as washouts that can damage both residential property and the road itself. The
current drainage solutions, such as ditches along the side of the roadway, are
inadequate, poorly maintained, present safety concerns and are aesthetically
displeasing.”

Carol Morris: We also developed a Vision Statement based on feedback from
last month’s meeting, and sent that out as well for you to take a look at
ahead of time. As you recall, the Vision Statement represents what the
community wants to see for the road. The current Vision Statement reads as
follows:

“The Route 1 corridor through Thomaston will safely and efficiently meet the
needs of both the regional through traffic and the local transportation users.
The infrastructure of Route 1 will support all modes of transportation using
the system, including pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists as well as the
economically important freight industry. Accounting for the safety of these
users will enhance the vitality of this major economic thoroughfare.
The future of Route 1 will accentuate and build upon Thomaston’s historic
downtown and mall area, which features a unique abundance of historic and
architecturally significant homes and buildings. The roadway will maintain the
historic and aesthetic village character of the town while enjoying a modern
transportation corridor that allows for enhanced bicycle and pedestrian
connectivity to and from the downtown; slows regional through traffic to
current posted speed limits and creates a safer environment for all modes of
transportation.”

The PAC discussed the Vision Statement sentence by sentence and made
changes such as clarifying connectivity needs along the corridor and deleting
the word “current” prior to posted speed limits. They also requested a
reference to Thomaston as a gateway to Penobscot Bay region and a
reference to the way Route 1 potentially divides the town. Carol indicated the
study team would take these comments into account and provide a revised
version of the Vision Statement. This revised version reads:
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“The Thomaston Route 1 corridor will safely and efficiently meet the needs
of both the regional through traffic and the local transportation users. The
infrastructure of Route 1 will support all modes of transportation using the
system, including pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists as well as the
economically important freight industry. Accounting for the safety of these
users will enhance the vitality of this major economic thoroughfare.
As the gateway to the Penobscot Bay region, Thomaston will welcome
travelers to its historic downtown and mall area, which features a unique
abundance of historic and architecturally significant homes and buildings.
The roadway will maintain the historic and aesthetic village character of the
town while providing a modern transportation corridor that allows for
enhanced bicycle and pedestrian connectivity within the community, slows
regional through traffic to posted speed limits and creates a safer
environment for all modes of transportation.”

Carol Morris: Excellent, thanks for all of your feedback. We will send a
revised Problem and Vision Statement by next week. Now we are going to
divide the corridor into smaller, more manageable sections so when we get
to the design part of the process it will be easier to focus the discussion. The
concept is to try and define possibly four sections where the road and
surroundings are similar in terms of usage, roadway needs and setting.
The PAC discussed the corridor of Route 1 and divided the road into the
following four sections:
• Start of Project on Warren Side (in front of Auction House) to Oyster
River Road
• Oyster River Road to Ship Street
• Ship Street to Roxbury Street
o With the downtown core extending from eastern intersection of
the Main Street Mall to the Post Office
• Roxbury Street to High Street
Carol Morris: Great, thank you for all of your input. For the next meeting we
are going to be bringing in some people from MaineDOT who specialize in
specific areas so you can ask them questions regarding this process. For the
next meeting we are planning on bringing someone from the Historic and
Environmental Department. I know there were some questions regarding the
granite hitching posts. They will be able to answer questions regarding that
process.
Stephanie Clark: They will be able to advise us as to the specific processes
they follow when reconstructing a roadway. They can answer questions
regarding permitting as well.
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Carol Morris: They will also be able to guide us on environmental issues that
we have to keep in mind as we move through this process.
Valerie Allis: I counted four or five hitching posts in the project area.
Stephanie Clark: We will also bring in a regional engineer from MaineDOT
Region Office. You can ask them specific questions regarding maintenance
issues. They will be able to specify whose responsibility (MaineDOT or the
Town of Thomaston) it will be to maintain the different design scenarios that
we may consider for this project.
Rick Catalano: Will there be someone to talk about specific designs for
problematic areas within the corridor?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, that is what we will talk about with the regional
engineer. We are also going to bring someone from Project Development who
will be able to answer those specific questions as well. They can talk about
what they have seen work in similar areas and we can use them as a
technical sounding board to ask about some of the specific ideas that you
may have for the corridor.
Jon Eaton: Can you bring visuals to show us some traffic calming solutions
and other strategies you might use to address some of the intersection
problems we have talked about? That will give us a good sense of what
reasonable design concepts are. It would also be nice if you could bring some
construction cross sections of similar areas so we could have a visual of what
a built roadway might look here in Thomaston. If we could see how a bike
lane, an esplanade and a pedestrian sidewalk would all look together that
would be great.
Stephanie Clark: Yes, I will gather some photos to display that will help us to
choose potential solutions. That is something that I will pull together for the
fourth PAC meeting in June after hearing from the other MaineDOT folks.
Carol Morris: So we have someone from Environmental and Historical,
Regional Engineering and Project Development resources coming in next
meeting.
Stephanie Clark: We will also bring in someone from Right of Way and
Project Selection as well a little later in the process. Is there anyone that we
haven’t mentioned that you would like to talk to?
Diana Beach: I would like to get the advice of an arborist. We have a lot of
old trees along the corridor and I would like to know how the trees roots are
going to be protected once we start reconstructing the road.
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Carol Morris: Yes, good idea, and that can be towards the end when we have
a more specific design on paper and know what areas might be affected.
Stephanie Clark: I also want to go over MaineDOT’s local match policy next
meeting as well so that we know the parameters in which we are working.
Carol Morris: Great. So at the June and following meetings we will start to
roll up our sleeves and go through the corridor section by section. Once we
have something that you are happy with, we will go out to public meeting
with it. That’s the schedule moving forward.
Stephanie Clark: We have created a project website at
http://www.maine.gov/mdot/cssprojects/thomaston/index.htm. Project and
meeting materials will be posted on the site. Is it okay with everyone if we
post your names and email addresses on the site?
(PAC all agreed this was a good idea.)
Carol Morris: Thank you for coming tonight, we will see you at next month’s
PAC Meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.
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